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Education in Malaysia is an on-going effort towards further developing the potential 
of individuals in a holistic and integrated manner. It is widely believed that education 
plays an important role in economics growth, private and social returns. However, 
little evidence exists on the private returns on non-conventional education which 
indicates the part-time and distance learning graduates. Therefore, this study 
contributes to fulfill the gaps. This study presents estimates of the private returns to 
non-conventional education in Malaysia based on cost and benefits techniques by 
applying both short-cut and elaborate methods. The data we used in this study are 
drawn from a comprehensive survey conducted to non-conventional graduates in 
Malaysia’s labor market. The results of this study show clearly that the non-
conventional education is a profitable investment with an average of 9-11 percents of 
private returns. Therefore non-conventional education seems to be a profitable 
investment for adult’s workers to pursue their informal lifelong learning education  in 
Malaysia.       
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